CARDINAL    WOLSEY
emblem. Its feeder should be another college, in his native
town of Ipswich. His interest in these two colleges was
genuine and continuous. For their endowment he dis-
solved, with the agreement of the King and the Pope,
some twenty small monasteries and nunneries, diverting
their property to the new foundation, except for a scanty
support, in some cases none at all, left to the dispossessed
monks and nuns. He prepared their course of study and
plan of discipline.
To contemporary observers much of Wolsey's greatness
lay in his magnificent way of life. His " gentleman usher,"
Cavendish, describes his career as if it were one long pageant
interspersed with scenes of special and dramatic brilliancy.
He enumerates the officers and servants of his dining-hall,
kitchen, stable, garden, pantry, barge, chapel, "sixteen
singing men,5* " twelve singing children/9 " sixteen chap-
lains to say daily mass before him," a physician, an apothe-
cary, four minstrels, " four counsellors learned in the laws
of the realm," and so through a household which must
have numbered almost a thousand. Four hundred and
twenty-nine members of his household were assessed for
the subsidy in 1529. The two great silver crosses and two
pillars of silver regularly carried before him, and the great
seal and his cardinal's hat on state occasions, the train of
noblemen and gentlemen that followed him, were the out-
ward and visible sign of his " official " greatness. The Field
of the Cloth of Gold was an occasion of universal show, as
its traditional name indicates. The Archbishop of Canter-
bury and two dukes were there. Each of these had some
seventy attendants; Wolsey had three hundred. There
were numberless other scenes of show or pride. When in
1515 the papal prothonotary brought Wolsey his red hat
as emblem of his appointment as cardinal, a bishop and an
earl met the messenger at Blackheath, the mayor, aldermen,
and gilds accompanied the procession as the hat was
borne through the city to Westminster Abbey, where, at
the ceremony of its presentation on the succeeding Sunday,
three archbishops, eight bishops, and eight abbots took part
in the service, and eighteen noblemen, including the Dukes
of Norfolk and Suffolk, acted as attendants on the new
cardinal. Among the many dramatic scenes that have
taken place in the choir of Amiens, there can have been
few more picturesque than the occasion when Wolsey, as
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